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Key messages  

• The UK Health Security Agency has published further data showing the 
safety of the Covid-19 vaccine in pregnancy 

• The number of Covid cases in Devon hospitals has risen in this month.  
Covid cases continue to impact on staffing absences – do your bit to help 
the NHS by getting fully vaccinated. 

• Between 8 December 2020 and 21 November 2021 960,363 first doses 
have been given in Devon while 888,801 second doses have been given 
and 313,462 third and booster doses. A total of 2,173,817 doses. See the 
table below for a breakdown of the newly published data on booster 
doses. 

• Details of walk-in clinics are being regularly shared on NHS Devon CCG’s 
social media pages. You can find your nearest walk-in clinic on NHS 
England’s site finder here. Appointments can be booked via the National 
Booking System 

 

New UKHSA study provides more safety data on COVID-19 
vaccines in pregnancy 

• Analysis by the UK Health Security Agency in women giving birth has 
reinforced international evidence that COVID-19 vaccines have good 
safety record in pregnant women.  

• This is the first data published in England and it showed that those women 
who had received coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination had good birth 
outcomes. 

• In the 8-month period between January and August 2021, 355,299 women 
gave birth – of whom 24,759 had received at least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine prior to delivery. Existing evidence shows women with COVID-19 
disease in later pregnancy are at increased risk of severe disease 
requiring hospital and intensive care admission. 

• Vaccines are effective at preventing severe disease – no fully vaccinated 
pregnant women were admitted to intensive care with COVID-19 in 
England between February and the end of September 2021 (UK Obstetric 
Surveillance System data). 

 
Rising Covid patient numbers in Devon’s hospitals 

• The number of patients in Devon’s hospitals with Covid-19 has risen 
substantially this month and is expected to continue rising as cases in the 
community increase. 

• In the week commencing 22 November there were 168 Covid inpatients in 
Devon, up from 111 in early November. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-ukhsa-study-provides-more-safety-data-on-covid-19-vaccines-in-pregnancy
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-ukhsa-study-provides-more-safety-data-on-covid-19-vaccines-in-pregnancy


• The increasing rates of Covid in the community also impact on staffing. 
Currently around 600 NHS staff in Devon are off work due to Covid.  This 
accounts for around 1 in 4 NHS staff absences. 

• People across Devon are being urged to support the NHS by helping to 
reduce the spread of the Covid-19 and flu viruses.  

 
Update on vaccination following infection for under-18s 

• UKHSA have extended the deferral period for under-18s who have had a 
positive Covid test from 4 weeks to 12 weeks as a precautionary 
measure after review of the latest clinical data by JCVI.   

• 12-17 year olds at higher risk (with underlying conditions, unpaid carers, 
household contacts of immunosuppressed, or health and social care 
workers) vaccination should still proceed from around four weeks after a 
confirmed COVID infection. 

 
Studies show benefits of vaccination  

• Results from the first UK real-world study by UKHSA show significantly 
increased protection against symptomatic disease from Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine booster dose in those aged 50 and above. 

• These findings show that 2 weeks after receiving a booster dose, 
protection against symptomatic infection in adults aged 50 years and over 
was 93.1% in those with AstraZeneca as their primary course and 94.0% 
for Pfizer-BioNTech. 

• The ZOE COVID study, which Kings College London provides scientific 
analysis for, has compared vaccine-induced with natural immunity and 
found that while being infected with COVID-19 can provide some level of 
antibody protection, it’s not guaranteed for everyone, and the level of 
protection is lower than in people who have been vaccinated.  

 
High demand for booster doses at clinics  

• Vaccination clinics are continuing to experience high demand for walk in 
booster doses and are increasing the number of booked appointments 
available where possible.  

• During very busy times people may have to wait longer than normal, 
priority may be given to booked appointments or clinics may temporarily 
pause walk in clinics to ensure social distancing and patient safety. 

• Members of the public have been thanked for their patience and 
understanding as staff try to manage high numbers of people  
 

Which vaccine for the booster dose?  
• Most booster doses will be an mRNA vaccine; either Pfizer or Moderna. 

• The guidance on the management of patients with a history of allergy has 
been updated since the beginning of the vaccine campaign with very few 
people now being contra-indicated to the mRNA vaccines. 

https://devonccg.nhs.uk/news/nhs-urges-people-to-do-their-bit-as-covid-inpatients-increase
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boosters-give-over-90-protection-against-symptomatic-covid-19-in-adults-over-50
https://covid.joinzoe.com/post/covid-infection-antibodies-protection
https://devonccg.nhs.uk/news/people-in-devon-praised-for-having-covid-booster-vaccinations
https://devonccg.nhs.uk/news/people-in-devon-praised-for-having-covid-booster-vaccinations


• There are very few patients who require an AstraZeneca booster even 
if they were recommended this as their primary course. Please review 
patients in line with the Greenbook information before referring them for 
an AstraZeneca booster. 

• Where mRNA vaccines are not suitable for clinical reasons, vaccination 
with AstraZeneca vaccine may be considered in those who received 
AstraZeneca vaccine in the primary course. 
 

Vaccinations for people who are housebound 
• There is very high demand for home visits and we are requesting that 

people only ask for one if strictly necessary because they are been unable 
to access a healthcare setting.  

• The CCG is working with GP’s Community Services and Vaccine Centres 
to offer home visits where strictly necessary and may not be covered by 
their GP. 

• People can contact the Vaccine Support Team with confirmation of their 
need for a home visit supported by their GP via d-
ccg.devonvaccinationsupport@nhs.net. 

 
Process for third primary doses 

• The third primary dose is for patients who were severely 
immunosuppressed when they received their first or second dose and 
consequently will not have reached the same levels of immunity as others 
will after two primary doses. This is separate to booster doses. 

• Eligible patients can be identified by either their GP or their hospital 
consultant and issued a letter demonstrating their eligibility so they can 
attend a walk-in session at a vaccine centre, GP led site, pop up clinic or 
community pharmacy. Further guidance is available here. 

 
Vaccination data for Devon 

• 1,849,897 first and second doses have been given between 8 December 
2020 and 14 November 2021, vaccination data published by NHS England 
and NHS Improvement shows: 

Age group 
Number of 1st  
doses given 

Number of 2nd  
doses given 

Approx % of age 
group received at 
least one dose*  

Approx % of age 
group received 
both doses 

80+ 78,666 78,110 

95%  
or above for  

people aged 50  
and over  

90%  
or above for  

people aged 40  
and over 

           

75-79 60,932 60,596 

70-74 76,827 76,336 

65-69 72,619 71,853 

60-64 80,108 77,962 

55-59 86,313 84,682 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1034368/Greenbook_chapter_14a_15Nov21.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/wp-content/uploads/sites/52/2021/09/C1399-Updated-JCVI-guidance-for-vaccinating-immunosuppressed-individuals-with-third-primary-dose.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/


 
Age Group Number of booster and 

3rd doses given 
Approx % of age group 
received booster or 3rd dose 

80+  65,192 80.6% 

75-79 50,703 87.5% 

70-74 57,086 71.2% 

65-69 37,506 50.1% 

60-64 25,148 31.2% 

55-59 21,766 24.8% 

50-55 17,720 21.1% 

Under 50 38,341 n/a 

Total 313,462  

 
Managing challenging behaviour at vaccination sites 

• We know our staff and volunteers at vaccination sites are continuing to 
encounter challenging behaviour. 

• Staff and volunteers may find the free ACT security e-learning course 
helpful. 

• Anyone needing additional support after experiencing abuse or 
harassment can contact the Devon Wellbeing Hub. 

 

Other important information 
• Coronavirus testing centres, where people take the PCR tests, have 

reduced their opening hours in the evenings, closing at 6pm, rather than 
8pm. 

• All health and social care staff are being encouraged to inform their 
employer or HR department if they have received their booster 
elsewhere or via the national booking system to support the collation of 
data.  

• St John Ambulance can provide support for boosters in care homes. More 
details here, support can be requested by via this form  

50-54 80,639 79,021 

45-49 65,499  63,621 91.4% 

40-44 60,737  58,298 96.8% 

35-39 61,217         57,751 92.7% 87.4% 

30-34 61,163 56,247            89.9% 82.7% 

25-29        56,036 50,261 82.7% 74.2% 

18-24        84,482 74,328 84.2% 74.1% 

16-17        17,373 4,246 72.1% 17.6% 

12-15        23,532 n/a 45.1% n/a 

Total  
(% 16+) 

    966,143       893,312 93.6% 88.7% 

https://ct.highfieldelearning.com/?_ga=2.90554458.1120642086.1631097177-297240860.1631097177
https://www.devonwellbeinghub.nhs.uk/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTExMDUuNDg0NDc2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ2V0LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXRlc3QifQ.BMZNJFpoN8GJxTz59mcvqIVe33t-ZjL7KK0xcVMHzlQ/s/482490464/br/118276880246-l
https://future.nhs.uk/system/login?nextURL=%2Fconnect%2Eti%2FCovidVaccinations%2Fview%3FobjectId%3D112993733
https://future.nhs.uk/system/login?nextURL=%2Fconnect%2Eti%2FCovidVaccinations%2Fview%3FobjectId%3D112993733
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-zfQkRRH6E-whGjAg7gZPwPCT2AXJs9Nmb-znDrrjZJUNklKOFkwRzhKRjlYMElQRE1UUDNTNThWOCQlQCN0PWcu


• People can apply for a COVID Pass medical exemption, by phoning 119 
and asking for an application form; which will be posted if they are eligible. 
Find out more about COVID Pass medical exemptions on the 
government's website. 

• If a member of the public has a current NHS number, is registered with a 
GP practice in England and believes they have missing or incorrect 
COVID-19 vaccination data, please advise them to call 119 and ask the 
call agent to make a referral to the VDRS team on their behalf. The VDRS 
team will then call the person back within 5 working days. 

• The School Age Immunisation service is run by Virgin Care who will 
manage any queries and can be contacted on 0300 247 0082 or 
VCL.immunisations@nhs.net 

• People who need support to have their Covid-19 vaccination can access 
help through the Devon Vaccine Support Team at  
d-ccg.devonvaccinationsupport@nhs.net / 01752 398836   

 
Resources supporting uptake  

• RCOG: Information sheet to aid decisions on having the vaccine 

• RCM:   Guidance for pregnant women Conversation guide for midwives 

• COVID-19 Vaccination in Pregnancy Masterclass for Midwives slides 

• PHE’s resources, including a leaflet and poster on vaccination in 
pregnancy.  4 Posters product code: COV2021PG Social media 
cards product code:  COV2021PGS 

• COV2021YP What to expect after your Covid-19 vaccination-young 
people  

• COV2021WYP Covid-19 vaccination for children and young people 

• Translated government guidance on COVID-19 Tests has been updated 

• Resources and facts about COVID-19 from the British Society for 
Immunology are available in Arabic, Spanish and Yiddish.  More 
languages will be added soon. 

• A Translated animation in 12 languages on GP registration and COVID-19 
vaccination. 

 

Further information 
For more information on vaccination and the health and care response to 
COVID-19, click on www.togetherfordevon.uk/priorities/coronavirus-covid-19 or 
the NHS website. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-medical-exemptions-proving-you-are-unable-to-get-vaccinated
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-medical-exemptions-proving-you-are-unable-to-get-vaccinated
mailto:VCL.immunisations@nhs.net
mailto:d-ccg.devonvaccinationsupport@nhs.net
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-02-24-combined-info-sheet-and-decision-aid.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-02-24-combined-info-sheet-and-decision-aid.pdf
https://www.rcog.org.uk/globalassets/documents/guidelines/2021-02-24-combined-info-sheet-and-decision-aid.pdf
file://///newdccg.nhs.uk/notessa/repository/s2/2141166861128712321/H1f/2j/1g2oqjeb5xznkiea68jw0wte7zufoot6elj8gcu2f3rz3fpb.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding
file://///newdccg.nhs.uk/DCCGShared/Communications,%20Engagement%20&%20HR/Communications/SHARED%20DRIVE%20August%202018%20onwards/COVID-19/Weekly%20briefing%20-%20from%20January%202021/11%20November%202021/4%20x%20Posters%20product%20code:%20COV2021PG%20and%20link:
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewArticle.html?sp=Spregnanthaveyourcovid19vaccinessocialmediacards
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewArticle.html?sp=Spregnanthaveyourcovid19vaccinessocialmediacards
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewArticle.html?sp=Swhattoexpectafteryourcovid19vaccinationyoungpeople
https://www.healthpublications.gov.uk/ViewArticle.html?sp=Scovid19vaccinationforchildrenandyoungpeople
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-migrant-health-guide?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=5d1b90e4-aa96-4b0c-b531-7c5cf9f7e8bb&utm_content=immediately
https://www.immunology.org/public-information/vaccine-resources-for-the-public-in-different-languages
https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/coronavirus-vaccine-information/how-to-register-with-a-gp-and-book-a-vaccine/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=utm_email&utm_content=Covid+resource+mailing+300721
http://www.togetherfordevon.uk/priorities/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/

